SMALL-POX HOSPITALS
what crowded cottages, one would naturally expect that it would be in these densely-populated suburbs that the disease would be most frequently introduced, and in which it would be most likely to become epidemic.
Previous experience in the county, however, had led me to doubt whether this was the most vulnerable point.
During the epidemic prevalence from 1893-95, it was observed that the much more thinly populated district included in the Orsett Union suffered far more in proportion than any other part of the county ; and my investigation of the cases which occurred there had led me to infer that most of the primary cases had been infected from the smallpox ships of the Metropolitan Asylums Board, which are anchored in the Thames opposite Purfleet. The appended map shows the position of the ships with reference to Purfleet and the Orsett Union.
I paid particular attention to these Purfleet cases, making inquiries of the patients and of their'friends, and visiting the works and other places where those engaged in work away from their houses were employed. The result left little doubt in my mind that there was some influence at work not common to other districts in which small-pox had been introduced, and that this factor was the proximity of the hospital ships.
Unfortunately, I also found that there was a certain amount of intercommunication between these ships and the Essex shore, and this afforded a possible explanation of the introduction of the disease, although it was small-pox, but of these 2 only had been vaccinated and 1 of these imperfectly, as only two faint and small marks could be discerned.
The extent of the area around a smstll-pox hospital which may be affected directly and indirectly by the hospital is apparently much larger than has hitherto been supposed. In the case we have been considering, the influence is probably being felt at a distance of fully three miles, and the presence of a belt of water half a mile in width is powerless to arrest the spread of the contagion.
There can be no doubt that the danger increases with the proximity to the hospital and with the increase of the number of acute cases under treatment, the infectivity not being marked until a certain degree of concentration is reached. Weekly List.
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